Deuterated solvents were purchased from Cambridge Isotope Laboratories and dried over molecular sieves. Aminopropyltriethoxysilane and the benzaldehydes were purchased from Aldrich Chemical Company and used as received. Anhydrous sodium sulfate and HPLC grd hexane were purchased from Fisher/Acros and used as received.
(E)-1-(4-trifluoromethyl)phenyl)-N-(11-(triethoxysilyl)undecyl)methanimine (1) .
Anhydrous Na2SO4 (4.0 g) was added to a solution of 4-trifluoromethylbenzaldehyde (0.350 g, 2.01 mmol) in HPLC grade hexane (7 mL). A solution of aminoundecyltriethoxysilane (AUDTES) (0.738 g, 2.211 mmol) in HPLC grade hexane (7 mL) was added dropwise with stirring to the resulting mixture over 12 min. After 3 h, some additional precipitate was noted, the solution was decanted, the residue was rinsed with additional hexane (5 mL) and hexane was removed in vacuo. 
Anhydrous Na2SO4 (4.0 g) was added to a solution of 3,5-bis(trifluoromethyl)benzaldehyde (0.121 g, 0.500 mmol) in HPLC grade hexane (7 mL). 
(E)-1-(3,5-bistrifluoromethyl)phenyl)-N-(3-(triethoxysilyl)propyl)methanimine (6).
Anhydrous Na2SO4 (3. 
